
Honors Pre-Calculus 2018-2019 
Miss Donahue 

donahue.stephanie@cusd80.com 
480-883-5265  

Philosophy 
I want every student to experience success in this class.  The pace is fast and the difficulty level is high.  The keys to 
success include: 

! A consistent daily effort including coming to class prepared, taking good notes, and completing all work on 
a regular basis.  Keep absences and tardies to a minimum. 

! A good work ethic and taking responsibility for your own learning. Suggestions such as reading the book 
before hearing notes can be very helpful. Above all, take notes when instruction is given for reference.  

! Asking for extra help when you need it. Great instruction begins with questions, so ask all you need! 

Class Rules 
! All school rules will be enforced including no food or drink in the classroom. 
! Respect the teacher and your fellow students. Behaviors that interrupt teaching or learning are not 

acceptable; including profanity. Parent contact will result for any student not able to follow rules. 
! Cheating will result in a ZERO on the assignment, test, etc. and a referral. 
! Technology use (smart phone, ipod, calculator, etc) must conform to school standards. Inappropriate use 

will result in confiscation. 
! All students should attend class daily. School rules will be enforced. Students with 10 absences may be 

dropped from class. 
! Students should not be tardy. Students who accumulate multiple tardies will have parents and/or 

administration intervention. If another is teacher/club is creating a tardy, just bring a note to excuse the 
tardy. 

Homework 
! Homework is assigned after each class meeting. It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assigned 

work. Computers are used in the classroom to access Webwork homework. No other site is allowed. 
! Write down the original problem (except for long applications) if not provided and always show all 

supporting work for credit. A list of answers is not acceptable. 
! Half credit will be given for assignments turned in late.  
! It is suggested to show work in pencil for neatness.  
! A calendar of homework can be found on my webpage. Note this is a fluid  document altered to meet class 

needs.  

Materials 
! 3-Ring notebook (see details on attached page), lined notebook paper or graph paper is suggested (no spiral 

or blank printer paper please), pencils, erasers. 
! Calculator – the TI 83+ or TI84+ calculators are highly recommended for this class and all instruction will 

be based on these models.  If you have a different calculator please have the manual with you to learn the 
functions independently.  Do not misuse your calculators (games, programs, etc).  Misuse is not tolerated 
and may result in losing the privilege of using a calculator in class, including on quizzes or tests. Our class 
will follow the guidelines set by ACT, as to which calculators will not be allowed on Quizes or Tests.  

Grade Scales 
! Semester grades are 40 % for each quarter and 20 % for the final exam. 
! Quarter grades are based on the following categories:  homework 10% Webwork 10%  quizzes and tests 

80% of your quarter grade.  

 Grade Scale [%]: A = 90-100 B = 80-89  C = 70-79  D = 60-69  F = 0-59 

Diversity Statement  
 All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice, and bigotry. As   
members of the Hamilton High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from   
participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity,   
religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.  
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Extra Help 
! I am available for tutoring after school and during conference in M-5, my classroom. You will need a pass 

for conference help.  
! In addition general tutoring is given in the Husky Room, C 211, daily after school.  
! Hamilton’s Math department offers tutoring throughout the day. Students will be given a schedule for the 

current nine weeks. Please contact me if these options are not sufficient. Mr. Burkhart in M-6 (next door) is 
available before school 

Dual Credit 
Students can earn college credit through Chandler-Gilbert Community College (CGCC).  Students that are 
simultaneously enrolled in Pre-Calculus at Hamilton and a college level course through CGCC each semester will 
receive credit at both institutions.  Each student must take and a pass placement test which is taken here on our 
campus or at CGCC to enroll in the course. If the student maintains at least a 70% semester  grade for both 
semesters of the course and pays the tuition fee to CGCC, he/she will receive official credit from the college for 
transfer to a college or university upon graduation.  Acceptance of dual credit varies among colleges and 
universities. Check with specific colleges and universities for their current policy. CGCC will be on campus in 
August to help with registration. See their website for information: dualenrollment@cgc.edu . Phone 
480-732-7006. 
Note:  Honors Pre-calculus is two 3 hour credit-hour courses and requires tuition set by the community college 
There is a registration fee and tuition is paid in the Fall and again in the Spring for respective courses.  Student will 
register for both courses in the fall, yet tuition is paid is by semester.  
Absent work:  In case of absence, students can pick up notes etc. in my room when they return. If there is a special 
need for an future absence students or parents can email and I will send an electronic version of notes for that day (if 
available), as well as any electronic version of work for that day (if available). Hard copies can be dropped off at the 
front office. If a student returns from an absence, absent work can be found at the front of the room in a daily labeled 
folders. A detailed log of classroom activities is kept in a 3-ring note book next to these papers. If you are absent 
everything you need is at the front of the room on a table, help yourself to what you need. Let me know if you have 
any questions. 
Notebooks:  Students need to make sure that they have their notebook organized and bring it with them everyday. 
Students seeking help with material will need to show their completed notes taken in class to allow quick reference 
during tutoring.  

Website:  To promote good communication a website is maintained for this class.  Various announcements, as well 
as assignment calendars are posted.  You can reach my website from the cusd80.com website by using the “Select a 
School “ to find Hamilton as a school (top of the screen), then selecting “Faculty tab” and finding my name.  

WeBWorK:  This is an online homework program that will be assigned for each chapter and also for semester 
reviews.  Please bookmark this site as well: https://webwork.cusd80.com/webwork2  
These are major assignments and the students are usually given two weeks or more to complete.  The hardcopy should be printed 
as soon as it is available and brought to school each day.  Every few days answers should be input.  Do not wait until the end!  No 
extensions will be given, even for technology problems.  Students may be asked to turn in their hardcopy of WeBWorK along 
with all work clearly shown and numbered on separate paper, thus students should be sure to organize their efforts.  There is a 
Guest login for tutoring help.  Students are responsible for their own work on WeBWorK. All webwork should be kept in 
the student’s notebook.  WeBWork has the same set of requirements as homework. (See handout for homework 
requirements.) 
Student Progress:  Since quarter grades are an on going process, grades can change daily,  Please stay informed 
about student progress by viewing on-line grades, missing assignments, etc.  We can work together for 
improvement, if needed.  Failure to keep up with home work and WeBWorK may eliminate a student from working 
in a group and usually results in lower grades. 
Email Contact Preferred:  I am looking forward to working with each of you this year.  I do value your 
communication, so please let me know if there is anything that I can do to help in any way. Email is the most 
efficient and reliable communication for this class. You can reach this email via Hamilton’s Website. (See top of this 
document) Hamilton’s switchboard will also help you connect to the classroom phone if needed before and after 
school.  
Please sign and return for assignment points.  If you need a copy of this document, it will be available on Miss 
Donahue’s website described above. 

Student Name [print]  (last)__________________________(First)_________________________  Hour _______ 

Student signature __________________________________________Date ________ 

Parent signature __________________________________________ Date ________
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